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THURSDAY, DECEMBER 8, 1863.

CONGRESS.

J here was no business of importance acted on in
the Senate yesterday. Several bills were introduced
and a Chaplain was elected.

In the House of Representatives a Chaplain
was also elected, in voting for whom and for Printer
the sitting was chiefly occupied. Robert Arm¬
strong, Esq., proprietor of the Union newspaper
was elected Printer. For this office the proprietors
of this paper find that, although not candidates, they
received some sixty-odd votes, comprising nearly the
whole Whig strength of the House, for which vo¬

luntary mark of good-will the proprietors tender
their respectful Acknowledgments.
An attempt was made to pass through its several

readings a bill to give the State of Indiana nineteen
thousand acres of land, in lieu of a former grant not
realued by the State; but the House determined
the subject should undergo examination in Commit¬
tee of the Whole.

Various notices were given of propositions to
grant alternate sections of land for railroads.

The Annual Report of the Secretary of the Trea.
sury was received and ordered to be printed. This
report, it will be remembered, is made direct to
Congress, and does not go in with the President's
Message, as do the reports of the other Depart¬
ments.

EXPLOSION OF THE LAST CUBAN PLOT.

Our readers have learnt, from time to time,
through the oolumns of this paper, with what earn¬

est zeal certain journalists in our country have been
engaged in propagating a wondrous story, incredi¬
ble on the face of it, and discredited by us from the
beginning, of a scheme meditated by the British
Government, and Heaven knows whom besides, for
converting the valuable Spanish Island of Cuba into
an African Colony; and that the repeated assevera¬

tion of such a scheme by the official paper of this
Government has had the effect to excite surprise in
intelligent minds at the infatuation under whioh it
evidently labored, and some curiosity to know un¬

der vhat influence and upon what foundation it had
brdn wrought up to this enthusiasm. We have our¬

selves, from the first, ascribed these articles to honest
credulousness rather than to ill intention on the part
of the Editor of the Union. That journal, it is now
obvious, has been imposed upon by false or feigned
representations, against which longer experience in
its vocation might perhaps have served to protect it.
The delusion, however, could not last forever. The
columns of the New York "Times" of Monday
last furnish a clue to the mystery, if they do not

wholly account for it.
Without further introduction, we present to our

readers sufficient extracts from the number of the
" Times" above designated to dispel all doubt* upon
the subject. In an editorial article referring to a

flibustiering document publishod in its columns the
"Times" says:

" We Publish in this morning's Times the trans-
lation of a very interesting Address to the People
of Vjuba, from the Cuban Junta, or Committee of
Cuban Exiles, having its headquarters in this city.
I he chief object of the Addross, whioh has been se-

' °rctlJ hut very widely circulated in Cuba, is to show
' by the collation of historical facts that Spain is about
' to take measures for surrendering Cuba to the domi-
' nation of the enfranchised slaves; and that the
1 only way in which so disastrous a result can be
'prevented is by a revolution, which shall wrest the
1 Islandfrom Spanish power aud place its yovern-
' in tf" hands of the people. Tho Junta state
' that their preparations are complete; that the ex-
1 ties are thoroughly united, and that a Revolution
in Cuba is inevitable. They count upon the warm

' sympathy of the American people, and assert that
< tho Government will not throw obstacles in their
' way. The Address is very ably written, aud is well
' worthy of a perusal."
The Address of the " Cuban Junta," to which

attention is invited in the preceding paragraph, fills
more than three columns of the small type of the
"Times." It is headed "Appeal of the Revolu¬
tionists, &c., and is signed by five persons, whose
names indicate that they are of foreign birth, and
who profess to be the representatives of the Cuban
Junta in New York. It is also worthy of note that
the Address is dated at New York on the 10th of
November last, only a few days after the first
broaching of the subject of it by the Washington
Union.
Irom this Address we copy two or three para,

graphs. The one which we place first in order dis¬
closes what was the direct aim and purpose of the
contrivers of this new scheme of agitation at the
headquarters in New York. That purpose is ex-

plained in the following extract from the close of
the Address:

" Let us hazard the revolution as the only plank
' to preserve us from shipwreck. Behind the revo-
' lution and not before, will certainly march in
' maM8> tbe people, and we even believe the Gov'ern-
' ment, of the United States, which already, from
' tJie present moment, form common cause with
' those who are called by a geographical necessity to
' share the destinies which await them."
Two other paragraphs of the Address show, be¬

yond reasonable doubt, the object for which the
original imposition was practised upon the Govern¬
ment paper in this city, and has been so long per¬
severed in. These paragraphs are the following:

The journala of most note here, and among them the
Administration, agree and repeat each day

hat there hare been receired from time to time statc-
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°"n of the plan of establishing in the
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These and other revelations come from Wanh* ?

**

nating doubtless from a sourceZXTT"'
cred.t. We must therefore conclude that all Uie ^ntl-
oedents and all the data collected at present.

vincing that the apprenticeship system of Cuba is oVlhe
point of being authoritatively established in the Jslan.l
of Cuba.

,
"'Th't infern»> "ork of the Machiavelism

of the English Government.that sacrifice whioh a Qn.-n
with the title of Mother, makes of our life and fortunes-^
involves our inevitable ruin. The free importation of
negroes from Africa in the quality of apprentices for the
term of ten years, at the end of whioh they will be left at
full liberty in the island, will be its principal provision. |

The English Government will have, by right of registry
and other analogous means, direct intervention in the
fulfilment of the agreement as a guaranty whioh the
well-known Spanish faithlessness obliges it to exact; and
at the end of fifty years the slavery of the island will be
free. What a horrible picture is presented as an infalli¬
ble consequenoe of the destructive principle involved in
the first and last of the bases of the project!"
As putting to rest effectually this fabulous story

of the u Africanization of Cuba," we give placo to
the following correspondence, a printed copy of
which was received yesterday in a letter from an

American gentleman of the highest character resid¬
ing in the city of Paris. These letters scatter to
the winds the whole fabric of this idle and mis¬
chievous invention :

From Galiyiiani'b Metuenyer.
"Pabis, Novjcmbkr 13, 1853.

" Dkak Loan Howokm: I have been ruminating upon
some of the topics of our conversation yesterday even¬

ing on American affaire ; not ' chewing the cud' of any
' bitter fancy,' for of that ingredient not a scruple ever

escaped your lips, during all our long and friendly inter¬
course, when my countrymen or country and its institfu-
tutions were the theme. One of the subjects to which I
allude, and with reference to whioh your lordship spoke
so fraukly, is the suspected ooquetry (1 will not say in¬
trigue) which England is practising with Spain, in order
to control the ulterior «destiny' of the Island of Cuba,
and mean time to regulate its internal government and
change its tocial economy, in at least one pregnant sense of
the latter expression. On this head some of the leading,
and, from their relations to the Federal Government, most
authoritative, journals in the United States have, in my
belief as erroneously as too hastily, imputed to Downing
street, and toyour lordship specifically, under inspirations
from that far-famed looality, the design of «Africanizing'
the 4 Queen of the Antilles.' As the most efficient auxili¬
ary to this end, she is not only to be allowed to import
ad libitum, but to be incontinently aided in importing the
aboriginal sons and daughters of Ham in masses ' in¬
numerable by numbers that have a name,' thereby ren¬

dering her not only, as is supposed, a dangerous neigh¬
bor, but an unenviable possession in the paulo-past-future,
for the 'insatiate archers' on her northern flank! Now,
the whole range and precise 'modus operandi'of this
portentous scheme I pretend not to comprehend even

darkly, much less to indicate the ways and means, open
or subdolus, by which it is to be carried into effect. 1
cannot do more, therefore, to enlighten you on the sub¬
ject than to commend to your attention two or three ar¬

ticles, with the commentaries thereon, contained in some
of the Washington and other papers, herewith sent, and
which 1 have just received. Among them are the National
Intelligencer and the Union, journals of repute and con¬
ducted with sagacity, and both, it is believed, incapable
of inventing or perverting facts upon any subject, and
least of all upon one of so much ' pith and moment' in a

national, not a party, point of view. Whenoe the infor¬
mation was derived, or how transmitted, upon which their
several speculations and provisions are founded, it is not
now important to your lordship any more than it is to
the object of this note to inquire. That it has a cis-At-
lantic origin is next to certain, and therefore the sooner
it is, in the interest of truth and of both countries, nulli¬
fied by an authentic contradiction the better. You will
perceive that the American papers are discussing the sub¬
ject under different points of view, as best suits party
purposes; but they nearly all deprecate, and with notable
vivacity of expression, the project which England is said
to have ever and anon in her 'mind's eye,' of trying to
effect the early manumission of the slaves in Cuba. To
achieve this end the poor African is to be rescued from
his thirsty deserts and the pursuit of his man-eating
compatriotet, and consigned, with exquisite humanity, to
a servitude under the name of . probationary apprentice¬
ship' of ten years. At the expiration of that period, if
he be reported alive, and hard-winking Captains-General
do not, for the sake of their pockets, extend the term
to that of his natural life, he is to bo set free from his
friends, and no more oared for by them ; the ' world all
before him, and Providenoe his guide.' Now, my Lord, it
is hardly neoeesary for me to assure you that my faith is
not facile enough to credit the exisUnoe, or the proxi¬
mate contemplation, on the part of your Government, ef
any such bold and bootless experiment, profitless because

results would be mischievous to the poor negro him¬
self. In addressing you this letter I build largely, but 1
hope not too boldly, upon the genial dispositions which,
for long years, you have manifested towards me, and, if
possible, still more upon the friendly sentiments and lofty
unprejudiced views which you have always entertained
towards the United States. But, as the subject is a deli¬
cate one for you in your official position to treat further
than a correction of the statements here referred to, I
would have you dispose of it as you deem «wisest, dis-
creetest, best.' Meantime, as always, I remain, my Lord,
very faithfully and sincerely, yours,

..-T IT- r. .

" F. P. CORBIN, of Virginia.To IJis Excellency Lord Howdeh," &c.

"Pabis, Novbmbeb 14, 1863.
My Dbab Cobbin : I have this moment received your

letter of yesterday, and I can assure you that it has not
in the least embarrassed me. Our long friendship gives
you a perfect right to ask me any questions that in a

public situation I can answer with propriety; and your
tact will have told you that in the present case I must be
full as anxious to impart the truth as you can be to know
it. I have read the strange statements you have sent me
about England wishing to ' Africanixe' Cuba, and about
the arrangements which I have been making in Madrid to
that effect; and I tell you, in the most solemn manner such
laughable (though wicked) fabrications allow, my unqua¬
lified contradiction of the whole matter. I have not the
slightest hesitation in telling you what have been, during
the last three years, my negotiations with the Spanish
Government respecting Cuba, and yon will see whether
there is even the slightest foundation for rumors which
seem to have been most sedulously spread abroad in the
Lnited States. Firstly, I have been making unceasing
representations at the number of slaves annually import¬
ed into the island, and complaints of the almost open
manner in which the traffio was carried on under the very
noses of the Captains General, always excepting the ex¬

cellent General Concha. Seoondly, I have been making
fruitless attempts to get the Spanish Government to de¬
clare the abominable traffio in men piracy; that is to say,
to follow the example of the United States in this particu¬
lar. Thirdly, I passed my time in anxious solicitations
to obtain the ultimate and complete freedom of those ne-

groes called ' Emanoipados,' which have been fraudulently
detained in bondage since the year 1817, in disregard of
treaties. I rejoice to say that the 8panish Government
has listened to the dictates of justioe and humanity, and
has granted me this boon. Fourthly, I have been endea¬
voring to procure an abrogation of tfiat intolerant and
immoral law by which foreigners wishing to settle in
Cuba are obliged to change their religion, on the some¬
what startling principle (not understood elsewhere) that
becoming bad men is a satisfactory preliminary to becom¬
ing good subjects. To theso official negotiations I have
added, at various times, friendly and officious exhorta¬
tions to improve the. internal system of the island by fa¬
cilitating the administration of justioe, and by liberaliz¬
ing the nominations to office and employment among the"
natives of the island. You will see what I really have
done, or rather attempted to do, is very different from
what I am said te have dons in your papers. When the
true state of the case is known and igaoranoe or malevo¬
lence dispelled, I even reckon upon the goed wishes of
your countrymen in the success of the measures I ask,
so consonant with your own laws and iastitution*. In
all that I have told yon with entire candor the United
States can only see the natural working of England's de
clared and unchanging policy in a cause whioh is dear to
her; and Spain herself must feel that, in days like those,
unless she executes her engagements and modifies her
intolerance, she can never hope to enter again, and as
she ought to 4o, int® the hierarchy of nations.

Baliere me, my dear Corhin, with great regard, yours
sinoerely, HOWDKN.
" t. Com», Esq., Paris."

THE WAR IN TURKEY. .

Notwithstanding that the lateat news from the
seat of war on the Danube in no contradictory as

scarcely to afFord any reliable information, we place
the essential part of it before our readers in the
subjoined compilation derived from English news¬

papers, one of which, in remarking upon the dis¬
crepancies which characterize the different reports,
says:
" So utterly improbable and contradictory are many of

the accounts given that it is a waste of time and type to
report them. While one report says that Gortschakolt
watt repulsed from before Oltenitxa, another asserts that
he drove the Turks across the Danube ; a third says that
the Turks stormed Bucharest; a fourth that thej had
chased the Russians to the Pruth; a fifth that Osten-
saoken's division had the Turks hemmed in and they
were at his mercy ; a sixth takes liberties with the geo¬
graphy of the place, and relates that the Russians were

retreating to Kronstadt, an Austrian town, aud that a

body of Turks had been dispatohed through Servia to .n-

tercept them.
" There are other rumors more improbable still, ana we

are thrown back on the facts that are already known, that
100,000 Turks are north of the river Danube ; that fight¬
ing, which resulted unfavorably to the Russians had
taken pllce at several points; that the Turkish forces
were victorious in Asia; that the Russians were in ex¬

pectation of strong reinforcements, already near *be
Truth; and the Moslem commander was determined to
push on udtil he had fulfilled his promise to drive the in¬
vaders from Turkish soil. Probably no action deserving
of the name has been fought since the repulse of Gorts-
chakoff from Oltenitza. Skirmishes are almost daily,
but they have no weight on the general issue. ®n"
thusiasm of the Turks since it was known that the Sultan
will himself command the army exoeeds all bounds.
The following is the dooument in which the 8ultan offi¬

cially announces his intention to take the field in person.
It was read to a Grand Council, which was attended by
the Sultan, on the 31st of November:
" My worthy Vizier: I oannot sufficiently congratulate

myself upon the zeal and enthusiasm of my troops, upon
the devotion and fidelity of all my functionaries; senti¬
ments which my subjects in general have never cease i,
on the occasion of all the preparations that have taken
place, to show me ever since the day that there appeared
a probability that the difference between my Imperial
Government and Russia would end in war.

.i As regards the present.the state of war being a cur

tainty I do not doubt in the least that every man is

ready to lend his support with eagerness and to fulfil his
duties.

, , .»As the real cause of this war consists only in the
praiseworthy resolution to maintain the sacrcd rights and
the independence of my empire, relying upon the almighty
power of the Creator of all things, and invoking the holy
spirit of our Prophet, I have decided, with God s will, to
be present at the accomplishment of such a duty in the
first days of spriDg.

^44 It is therefore advisable to provide at once lor toe

preparations which my suite will demand, aud the first
general quarters of my guard will be at Adrianople. It
is urgent that all that is neoessary for the troops whioh
will be under my command be prepared beforehand.

.« You must therefore, in concert with my Ministers,
hasten to take all the necessary measures.
" May the Most High, out of love for his Prophet, ren¬

der mv empire victorious and triumphant on all occa¬

sions; and may all those who contribute to the success
of this task obtain happiness in this world and in theK
aext!"
The Turks have recrossed the Danube, leaving only the

garrison at Kalafat. The latest despatch by the Atlantic,
announcing the victory of the Turks at Oltenitza, when
attacked by Prince Gortschakoff on the 11th ultimo, at
the head of 24,000 men, is only partially confirmed. It
appears that the issue of that attack, though serving to
oheck the Russian army, was the retirement of the Turks
across the Danube. The Turks manifested a considerable
warlike superiority, for they repulsed a greatly superior
Russian force so effectually that they were enabled to
cross the Danube without molestation, having previously
destroyed their own fortifications at Oltenitza.
From Franco we have the important statement that

the Emperor is amassing troops between Strasburg and
Marseilles, to be able, if necessary, to send off an army
of 100,000 men in less than five days for foreign service.

from thb lohdom Tinas o» *ova*»«a 16.
It appears that the report* transmitted of a lodgment of

tbo TarkM at Oltenitza, of a severe battle fought after¬
wards, and of the discomfiture and retreat of the Rus¬
sians, were all substantially true, and that they pointed,
not to a single engagement Tariously related, but to a se-
ries of enoounters on tho same epot. At the beginning
of thi« month, apparently on the 3d, the Turks crossed
the Danube at Turkukai and advanced to the Wallacluan
village of Oltenitza, a short distance from the river,
where they entrenched themselves. In this position they
were presently assailed by a Russian division under Gen.
Perloff, (or Pauloff,) which they repulsed. It then seems
that the Russians, reinforced by the division of Gen. l)an-
nenberg, renewed the attack upon Oltenitza on the 4th,
and that they were again defeated with still greater loss.
It was probably to the latter of these conflicts that the
report alluded which gave fourteen superior officers kill¬
ed as an item of the casualties, the first encounter hav¬
ing been described as less sanguinary. After this the
Russians " retreated upon Bucharest," as reported, from
which place, it is said, Prince Gortschakofl was about to
advance with the main body of his army to attack Olte¬
nitza once more.

FBOM THE LONDON TIMES OF NOVEMBER 17.
A telegraphio despatch of Tuesday evening last from

Vienna reports that " the Turks repulsed the attack on
their position at Oltenitza on the 11th." This would
seem to imply that the grand attack of Prince Gortscha¬
koff on the Ottoman position has met with no greater
success than the attempts of Generals Pauloff and Dan-
neuherg before him. We are without any authentic par¬
ticulars of this last engagement, but it will be recollect¬
ed that the .Russian commander-in-chief was described
as advancing upon the Turks from Bucharest with his
main body, 24,000 strong, to retrieve the credit of his
sountry on the field of battle.

>The Turks were said not to have exceeded 9,000 in the
conflicts of the 4th and 5th ; and, though they had doubt¬
less been considerably reinforced, it is not probable that
they could have mustered in suoh numbers as those at¬
tributed to Trince Gortschakoff'h army. Assuming,
therefore, that the telegraphic information is correct, we
must concludc that the division of the Turks established
at Oltenitza has succeeded in defeating every attack that
could be made upon it daring the ten days elapsing sinoe
its first lodgment, including an assault by Prinoe Gorts-
chakoff in person with all the foroe at his command.

rami thb London times or hovembeb 18.
Bucharest, the Russian headquarters, is about seven¬

teen leagues, or between fifty and sixty miles, from Olte¬
nitza, on the Danube, where the Turks were intrenched,
and where, on the 11th, they word to have received the
attack of Prince Gortschakoff with the Russian main
body. We now know that this attack was repulsed, and
it is not an Improbable supposition that the Turks, fol¬
lowing up their victory, advanced from their position at
Oltenitza and pursued the Russian oolumns in their re¬
treat upon Buoharest. This town was said to be "in
flames im three places," possibly from tho effects of a

bombardment; hut there is nothing unreasonable in pre¬
suming that it might have been fired by the Russians as

they evacuated it before their pursuers. Thus far the
story oontains little improbability ; for the division under
Prinoe Gortschakoff was the last reserve of the Russians,
and the whole force indeed of their army in this part of
the Principalities ; so that its defeat would naturally open
the road to Bucharest. Our correspondent's notification,
howeveT, was dated .' Wednesday morning," the Ifith,
from Vienna, and it stated that the Turks " had alr-ady
pautd" the town of Bucharest, pressing, as we suppose,
on the Russian rear. But this oertainly presumes uncom¬
mon activity of operations.
The Times adds, in giving the following telegraphic de¬

spatches, that the latest news from the seat of war ap¬
pears to have attained the summit of contradiction and
perplexity. " Loeking (it says) to the authentic character
of the two first despatches, we fear they furnish, to say
the least of it, a strong presumptive contradiction to the j
intelligence of the defeat of the Russians at Buoharest,
published two days sinoe." Hero are the despatches :

Vienna, November 17..The Aiutrian Corrrtpondtn:
says: ««On the 18th the Turks blew up their works at
Oltenitza and retired to Bulgaria." It is officially de¬
clared that the Austrian corps of observation, which is to
be conoentrated at Temesvar, is for the purpose of se¬

curing the Austrian frontier, as well as to maintain the
principle of neutrality.

Bucharest, November 14..The Turks, after destroy¬
ing the fortifications at Oltenitsa, have recrossed the
Danube without being molested. The Russian force con¬
centrated round OltenitEa amounted to 46,000 men. Shots
ire oontinually exchanged near Giurgevo. The Turks
and Russians are both trying to get possesion of the
island of Mokanon, opposite Giurgevo. Gen. Engelhardt
is advancing from Briudow oa Gourna Jalomnitza with a

brigade of tho fifth oorps. He has been replaced by a

part of ths reserve of the fourth oorps, which have Utter¬
ly entered Moldavia. The reserves are estimated at
12,000 wen.

Vienna, November 17..Telegraphic advices from
Prince Gortachukoff, received last night, state that the
Turk* have quitted all their positions on the left bank ot
the Danube, except Kalufat, without battle, simply on
account of the concentration aud development of the Rus¬
sian foroes.. The Turkish entrenchments have been ra*ed.

Vienna, Novkmbeh 17, Evening..The reports of the
Turks having abandoned their positions on the left bank,
except Kalafat, are officially ooutirmed from Hermanstaet.
The Turks quitted Olteuitza on the 12th, destroying their
own entrenchments. The Turks attempted a passage near
Kalarasch, and from an island opposite Giurgevo, but the
Russians repulsed them at both places with considerable
loss.

FROM THE LONDON CHRONICLE Or NOVEMBER 18.
The rumors of another Turkish victory prove uufortu-

uately to be untrue. According to the most authentic
aooount the main body of the Russians had been con¬
centrated, probably at Budeschti, to the number of
45,000 men ; while a brigade of the fifth army corps,
under Gen. Euglebardt, was advancing on the lower road
through the district of Jalomnitza from Ibrail. It ap¬
pears that the Turkish detachment which crossed at Ka¬
larasch was too weak to intercept the enemy in the
neighborhood of the Danube ; and the foroe which had,
since the late battle, occupied Olteuitza, recrossed the
river, after destroying the fortifications, without sustain¬
ing any damage from the enemy.
The island which seems to be the object of the imme¬

diate struggle between the contending armies is proba¬
bly that which is situated at a point in the channel be¬
tween Turtukai and Oltenitza. Should this account
prove to be true, the balance of success is in some de¬
gree turned, although it does not appear that the Rus-

Slans have retrieved the laurels which they lost at Olten-
tza. The Turkish force seems to have been spread over
too wide a space.

raOM TUB LONDON QLOBE OV NOVEMBER 18.
Onoe more the aspect of the intelligence from Turkey

is reversed, and it is now said that the most recent and
principal success is on the side not of the Turks, but of
the Russians. Before the present intelligence it was re¬

ported that the Turks had advanced from various points
at which they had crossed the Danube ; had taken Bu¬
charest, which was " on tire in three placeshad march¬
ed a force through Servia to intercept the flying Rus¬
sians, and had left the latter no issue from the princi¬
palities except through Transylvania, towards which they
were in full flight. By the new accounts all this is re¬
versed. Instead of being in flight, the Russians, it is
said, have recovered their ground ; instead of intercept¬
ing them through Servia, the Turks, it is now reported,
have been refused a passage across that territory ; Bu¬
charest was not on fire on the 14th, and the Turks at
Oltenitza have recrossed the Danube.
When we examine the intelligance somewhat more close¬

ly, it does not appear to be so decisive as it looks at first,
aud the story has evident marks of exaggeration. It is
transmitted from the French Consulate at Bucharest to
the Government at Paris, and is avowedly derived from
Russian authorities. According to this account, Prince
Gortschakoff had succeeded in defeating the Turks with
40,000 men ; and a series of conflicts had also taken place
near Giurgevo, a large island on the Danube, that place
having been lost and won several times. The statement
that the Turks have retreated across the Danube at Olte¬
uitza may be true; but, before we put very large con¬
structions upon such a fact, we have first to learn whe¬
ther they intended a permanent occupation of the loft
bank at that spot. At all events, it would imply that
they did not hear of the success of any other divisions of
the Turkish army elsewhere. The latest words represent
a cannonading as being heard from Bucharest, in the di¬
rection of the Danube ; and the latest aceount from the
Turkish side represented a cannonading as being heard in
the direction of Bucharest. The fact appears to be, there¬
fore, that both sides are using great exertions; that suc¬
cesses vary; but that, while the Turks have not yet ob¬
tained that victorious possession of the Principality which
was prematurely announced, the Russians have not had
sufficient strength seriously to molest or cripple them,
and that neither side knows cxactly what is going on.
The exertions used on the Russian side to bring up re¬

inforcements implies a conscious want of strength ade¬
quate to the immediate necessity. It was of course to be
expedted that the exertions of Russia would be in propor¬
tion to her reverses; aud, with the immense resources at
her command, she will no doubt be able to bring into the
field such strength as will enable her to maintain at least
a respectable appearance in the campaign.

In the meanwhile the Russians evidently have suffered
severely, and, as. the French Consul intimates, it would
be natural that they should put forth the most favorable
aooounts. In the accounts thus supplied they admit
several rebuffs. The taking of a fcrt at Batoum by the
Turks, with a great slaughter of Russians, is to a oertain
extent oonflrmed ; arms and prisoners to a considerable
amouM are reported to have fallen into the possession of
tfea tk# moral effect of this iuccom of
course tell upon the Danube la stimulating the Mussul¬
mans against an enemy which, if not conquered at once,
has at all events not been found invulnerable. The gene¬
ral tendency of the intelligence just received is, to show
that nothing decisive is to be expected at ence, and also
to suggest the warning that we must not put upon these
reports from day to day a construction too extensive.
The last Vienna despatch announced the passage of

the Pruth by the Russian General Ostensacken, with an

army of 60,000 men. The number is probably much ex.

aggerated.
It was Gen. lsmael Pacha who crossed the Danube at

Kalafat, October 28th, with 24,000 men and twenty guns.
They commenced to cross undercover of a dense fog, and
the entire body had passed and entrenched themselves
within twenty-four hours. When discovered the Russians
attacked them, but were obliged to retire with the loss of
eight guns, as before stated.

Private letters from Vienna, dated the evening of the
14th, mention that it was positively asserted that Galatz
and Braila had been attacked by the Turks. The former
town is in Moldavia, on the left bank of the Danube ; the
latter in Wallachia, on the same side of the river.

Private letters from Jassy of the 6th announce that the
Russians were sending their sick and wounded to Kirche-
neau, a town in Bessarabia. The number of sick was in¬

creasing every day, so much so that the hospitals of Wal¬
lachia and Moldavia were insufficient to contain them.

Regarding the campaign in Asia, we have some de¬
tails in a letter from Constantinople of the 6th, which
says :
" Yesterday, by the packet from Trebiiond, news was

received from Batoun; there also the Turks have well
commenced the campaign. A corps of their troops has
attacked by assault the tort of Nicholas Krapowsky, (called
in Turkish Chevkedy.) One thousand Russians were
killed aud eighty made prisoners. Seeing themselves
forced in their fortress, the Russians, in leaving it, set
fire to the fine new barracks, which were completely dc-
stroyed in spite of the efforts of the Turks to extinguish
the flames. The fortress was defended by 3,000 men
The Turks found 2,000 carbines, made on the model of
those used by the Chasseurs of Vincennes. Three pieces
of cannon were also Uken. The combat was very san¬

guinary. Five prisoners, a captain and four soldiers,
have been sent here; the remainder will be detained at
Carakinsar. Large supplies of provisions, abandoned by
the Russians, were found in the plaoe. Twenty thou-
sand Turks, with twenty pieces of cannon, were entrench¬
ed there waiting for the arrival of the Russians. They
had communications open with Widdin."
The steamer from Trebiionde had brought to Constan¬

tinople despatches of great interest from 8elim Pacha,
who is directing the operations of the Turkish forces near
Batoum. On the morning of the 24th Major Massa Bey,
having been sent forward with a company to reconnoitre
the fortifications the Russians were making on the other
side of the Tchourk-sou, was received by a fire of mus¬

ketry, which he immediately returned, and, on sending
for reinforcements, Selim Pacha dispatched several bat¬
talions to his aid. The Russians, in the mean time, also
increased in number, and the engagement soon became
general between the two armies. Selim crossed the
Tchourk-sou at several points and drove the Russians
back, after encountering a very serious resistance. The
Russians were obliged to retreat, pursued as far as Oreli
by the Turkish general Hassan Pacha The bulk of the
Kussian forces retreated to Chevkedy. In this first action
the Turks took two pieces of cannon and made 144 pri-
soners, besides killing and wounding six hundred of the
enemy. At Chevkedy a most determined fight had since
uken plaoe. The Russians received reinforcements there,
and then made a stout resistance to the Turkish attack
Selim took the town by storm, after two assaults. At
length the Russians gave way, leaving a great number of
dead, three cannon, and upwards of one hundred prisoners,
among them Col. Klatt, a chief of the Cossacks. The
Turks found among the booty 8,000 sacks of floor, 1,600
muskets, and a large qnautity of ammunition. The pri¬
soners are sent to Constantinople.

Selim concludes his despatch by announcing that
ho is about to march on Sohoun Kale, having sent out
two regiments of oavalry and three batteries of field ar¬

tillery in pursuit of the enemy. Before surrendering
Chevkedy the Russian commander set fire to it in several
places, and the most of It was laid in ashes. The Turks
state their own loss at the passage of Tchourk-sou at
ftO dead and 160 wounded, and at Chevkedy 160 dead and
800 wounded.

The ««*<»¦ to hand at Liverpool on the morning of the
Europa's tailing would indicate that there had been a

good deal of fighting wherever the poets of the two armieo
came in contact, but without any reault of importance.
Cannonading was heard in various directions, and forth¬
with battles were manufactured for the stockjobbers. Re¬
inforcements were hurrying to the Russians, and ad¬
ditional levies oontinued to arrive at the Turkish camps.
If the season will permit operations of maguitude, both
parties will soon be in a position to carry them out 'Ihe
island opposite Giurgevo had been taken and retaken
several times by both sides, and at the last date remained
in the hands of the Turks.

ENULAND.
The Cabinet meets almost daily, but, whatever the re

suit of the deliberations, the public are not enlightened
on the subject.

Capt. Inglefteld's sketches, made in the Arctic regions,
are on view to the Loudon public.
Four thousand of the colliers at Wigau have returned

to their work at the old prices. About oue thousand still
hold out. Some manifestations of riot have occurred at
Blackburn, but nothing serious.
The building of the Dublin Exhibition is converted

into a promenade, with military bands performing. A
small sum is charged for admission, and the building will
be allowed to staud for some time if the receipts pay
expenses.

FRANCE.
The trial of the " Opera Comique" conspirators against

the lite of the Emperor has been brought to a close. Six
of the prisoners were acquitted, and twenty-two found
guilty, with extenuating circumstances. Of the latter,
seven have been sentenced to transportation, three to
eight years' exile, and the rest to terms of imprisonment
varying from five to ten years. Tolliet, Alix, and De-
croix's term is eight years; Ruault, Lux, (jdrard, de
Meren, Maviet, Oabrat, and Copinet, transportation;
Monchiroud, ten years' detention; Maillet, Dovez, Jaud,
Comuies, and Joiron, five years' detention ; Ribault de
Laugaudiere, five years' imprisonment; and Follet, three
years' imprisonment.

GERMANY.
The Archbishop of Fribourg has excommunicated the

members of the Catholic Ecclesiastical Council appointed
by the Government, and also the Government Commis¬
sioner. The Regent has forbidden the clergy to pronounce
the act of excommunication, and threatens the Arch¬
bishop with pains and penalties.

RUSSIA.
The Journal of St. Petersburgh of October 27th men-"

tions that the English residents of that city had received
from the Minister of Finance, in name of the Emperor,
the most satisfactory assurances of protection to their
persons aud property in the possible event ot a ruptuie
between Russia and England. They had addressed to the
Emperor through M. de Bruck " the expression of their
respectful gratitude for so maguanimous a mark of his
solicitude."

. , . ,t ..A new levy of Beven io 1,000 is ordered throughout the
Eastern part of the empire.

FROM OUR PARIS CORRESPONDENT.

Paris, November 17, 1853.
You will have received doubtless by the Liver¬

pool steamer of the 16tb, siuee the date of my last,
the three important documents which have just
been published touching the Turoo-llussian war
now raging. I allude to the circular despatch of
M. l>e Nesselrode, addressed to Russian diplomatic
agents at foreign Courts, dated October 31, (Octo¬
ber 19 0. S.,) the manifesto of his Russian Ma¬
jesty himself, dated one day later, and tho com¬

ments on the latter document published last Satur¬
day in the official journal, the Moniteur of Paris.
You will have appreciated these papers, and have
remarked that they corroborate, in a remarkable
manner, the speculations already emitted by the In¬
telligencer relative to the probable course to be
taken by events in the East. The position of Rus¬
sia, as defined in the two first-mentioned official Rus¬
sian documents.a position the sincerity of wnic i

no events which have yet transpired are of a nature
to make us question.was distinctly defined by you
several months ago. It is one of unyielding persistence
in the terms of her ultimatum; oontinued provisional oc¬

cupation of the Principalities till the ultimatum shall
have been accepted by Turkey ; the resolute defence of
that military occupation, accompanied with the explicit
disclaimer of all intention to cross the Danube and at¬

tempt the dismemberment of the Turkish Empire by per¬
manent territorial oonquesta.
The first remark on* is oonstrained to make on reading

the manifesto is in reference to the religious character
with which the Czar is solicitous to invest this war in
the minds of his subject*. He knows that it is upon re¬

ligious subjects alone that it would be possible to excite
an enthusiasm which would make the hordes which com¬

pose the mass of his armies more efficient soldiers in a

fyeign war. They are ignorantly and bigotedly Greek,
and therefore easily made the subject of a fierce reli¬
gious fanaticism, which, once excited, becomes quite as

efficient for all the Cxar's purposes as would prove (I ha 1
almost said will prove) the political popular enthusiasm
to which Napoleon would appeal in a war for extending
French limits to the Rhine, and which would burst forth
so magnificently in the United States if a war should be¬
come necessary in support of the " Monroe doctrine
touching European interference in America. Besides, the
enthusiasm of which the Cxar is now making use is a

much tafer element of power for himself than would be
the political enthusiasm which may be provoked in States
of a more advanced civilisation.
The only remark which I have tj make upon the cir¬

cular of M. de Nesselrode is, that while it oontains very
explicit averments of the Cxar's intention to remain pure¬
ly on the defensive, avoiding further aggressive measures,
it takes suspiciously special $are to speak of this mode¬
ration strictly in the prnmt tenet. Thus, " for the mo¬

ment" the Cxar is as pacifically disposed as ever; he
..has not, for all that, as yet" abandoned the position
assumed in the circular of Jnly 2d ; .' at the present mo¬

ment" the intentions of his angust master remain the
same. One is almost led to suppose that M. de Nessel¬
rode is announcing and would prepare the way for an

advance to a more hostile and aggressive policy on the

part of Russia. But, as yet, my confidence is unshaken
in the correctness of the considerations heretofore pre¬
sented as determining the Cxar's course in this war. 1
still think that those oonsiderations will prevail to keep
him from committing any act of a nature to provoke an

abandonment of their neutrality by England and France,
until events shall have occurred to induce him no longer
to apprehend their co-operation in the East
The page of comment in the Moniteur by which the

Czar's manifesto was introduced to French readers flatly
but politely contradicts the leading averments of the
Cxar in justification of his position. It is not, however,
of a very warlike aspect when one reads it for the pur¬
pose of discovering some indication of the future course

of France. It may therefore, as it contains nothing con¬

tradictory, be taken as confirmatory of the view all along
taken in the Intelligencer of the role to be played by
France during the war. That view is further corrobo¬
rated by the similar inconclusive character of an impos¬
ing multi-column article just published simultaneously in
the two semi-official journals, the Pay and the CoiutUn-
tionnel. These two papers, which have played so con¬

spicuous a part in public affairs in France during the last
few years, have just been united so as to form a single
individual, a sort of Siamese twins, in the natural history
of journalism. While the distinct identity of each is pre
served in many particulars.each retaining its old corps
of political and literary editors.and its separate snbscrip
tion list.the two have been united under the supreme
political direction of one man. The Jupiter Tonans who
presides over this new Olympus is the illnstrious M nit
la GuiHoKKiKRif, the ex-legitimist, the ex-republican,
the now imperialist newspaper writer, of whom, Mno<-

December, 1851, I have had frequent occasion to speak.
He is the most elegant and imposing politioal phrase-
maker of the Lamartine school in whom French journal¬
ism rejoioes. Juplter-Gueronniere, from the top of his
Olympus, will " shake his ambrosial curls" for the amuse¬
ment and instruction of mankind. He will, it i" under¬
stood, write but rarely:

" Nee Dew tniernt, nut diffnut vtndtfe nodut
InevierU."

And when he doe* write both journals are to be simul¬
taneously charged with the communication of his thought

to txptotnnt Europe. An .?tot of this tort haa juat Oc¬
curred. On Tueaday the new journal, Ptty-CoMtitutwn-
nt1, published, vrbi ae orb*, the flret lucubration of M da

1* G. "Turkey and Ruaaia before Europe" was ita title.
It waa decidedly anti-Ruasian, but not offenai^ or war¬

like. It expreaaed confidence that the war would con¬

tinue local and confined to ita aotual partiea, and waa ae

indefinite touching the future course of France aa waa tbe
article of comment on the Czar'a manifeato in the Moniitur
of the Saturday previous. France and England, there¬
fore, it may be confidently argued, do not yet see occasion
to abandon their attitude of armed, distrustful, vigilant
neutrality. And we received yesterday in Paris official
information confirming the belief we have always enter¬
tained of the pacifio disposition and intended neutrality
of Austria and Prussia. The Qermanio Diet is now in
session. Last Thursday (10th November) the Austrian
delegate, President of the Aaaembly, declared that he
had been obarged by bis Government to make to the
Diet a communication of the Austrian policy in relation
to the Turco-Ruasian war then raging. The sincere efforts
of Austria and of the other allied Powers had not been
able to prevent a definitive rupture between tbe Czar
and the Sultan. War was declared and was flagrant;
yet, notwithstanding this deplorable reault, the Austrian
Government had just operated a considerable diminution
in the effective force of ita standing army.

" It was not (continues the Austrian delegate) till after
mature examination of the political affaire of Europe and
of the Austrian Monarchy that hia majesty the Emperor
Francis 'Joseph had reaolved to carry into effect the long-
meditated reduction of his army, even while war waa

actually raging between Russia and the Porte. Austria,
which has not the slightest intention to take part in this
oonfiict so long us the particular interesta of the empire
shall not be menaced, has not been able to find, either in
the attitude of the belligerents or iu that of the other
greut Powers of Europe, a reason for keeping up the
former force of ita armies. On the oontrary, the Impe¬
rial Government has been able to choose with confidence
the actual moment to operate a partial disarmiug, thus
giving to the world a new guurauty, not only of its own
pacific sentiments, but also its confidence that an amica¬
ble arrangement, providing for the interests of all, will
soon put an end to the conflict which has occurred be¬
tween two neighboring empires."
The Austrian delegate then gees on to say that, not¬

withstanding this reduction of her standing army, Aus¬
tria would be ever ready to respond promptly and effi¬
ciently to the exigencies of any emergency that may
possibly arise.
" But, faithful to its policy of peace, tbe Austrian Gov¬

ernment will strive unceasingly to keep the local confla¬
gration already lighted from spreading ; and its hope is
the stronger to see its labor of peace successful, eveu in
spite of the war that is raging, inasmuch as the precise
and repeated declarations of the Court of Russia afford
the certitude thut this Power has no iutention to encroach
either upon the integrity of the Ottoman empire or upon
the Sultan's sovereign rights, and as Russia has not ceased
to manifest and reiterate the expression of these tran¬
quillizing intentions, even subsequently to the Porte's
declaration of war."
The same account states that when the Austrian dele¬

gate had taken his seat the member from Prussia in the
Diet rose and stated:

" That he was sufficiently acquainted with the inten¬
tions of his Government, and of its polioy as a member
of the Confederation, to feel able to assure the Diet, re¬
lative to the communication just made by the delegate
from Austiia, that the Royal Government would continue
to use the liberty of action which it had hitherto reserved
to itself in devoting, in concert with his Majesty the King's
august allies, all its powers to the preservation of peace."

For the present, therefore, all things seem upon the
whole to confirm the opinion all along expressed that the
war will be confined, at any rate during this winter, to the
actual belligerents, Russia and Turkey.
The conferences of Vienna, it is formally announced,

have adjourned tint die, having been unable to devise any ?
new note presenting to the Sultan acceptable conditions.
The Porte had given the Conference expreasly to under¬
stand that in any new .proposition there, must be no allu¬
sion to the late Vienna note, and most especially no men¬

tion even of the word protectorate in allusion to Turkish-
Greek subjects and the Emperor of Russia.
The following note, published last Monday in the Moni-

teur, contains the last authentic intelligence that we have
from the seat of the war on the Danube :

" The Government has received the following details
I of the renoolitre of the 4th between the Turks and Eu-

8i una at Oltenitxa. It U In the triangle formed by the
Argis, the Danube, and the village of Olteuitsa that the
sanguinary combat of the 4th took place. The Turks
were only 9,000 strong. They oceupied the quarantine
bailding situated in the plain near the Danube and the
village. This bailding and an old redoubt were fortified
with materials brought from Tourtukai. The Turks
made use of the batteries of that fortress with great sac-
cess ; they threw across the Danube, which is here about
260 toises in width, shot and shells which reached the
Russians at the foot of the village, situated on an eleva¬
tion. Oen. Dannenberg, who directed the operations,
was at a short distance from the village with his staff.
The loss of the Russians is estiaiated at twelve hundred
men killed or wounded. Almost all the chefs de bataillon
were wounded, as well as several oolonels ; the great ma¬
jority of the wounds were made with conical balls. Prince
Oortsohakoff has left for Oltenitxa. It is intended to
attack the Turks with 24,000 men to-day or to-morrow."

Since the above the papers abound in reports; but
there is nothing to be relied on respecting the movements
either of Omer Pacha or of Prince (iortschakoff. It seems
certain that no important engagement had taken place
between the 4th (the date of the affair of Oltenitxa) and
the 11th November. A serious engagement was antici¬
pated between the 12th and 15th. It is believed that
Omer Pacha himself is now on the left bank of th«
Danube, at the head of 100,000 Turks, divided into three
great corps, converging toward Bucharest. 8ome mili¬
tary men attribute to him the bold design of throwing
himself between Prinoe Gortschakoff and the reinforce¬
ments which are hastening to him from Bessarabia. By
the next steamer you will probably hear of an important
battle. The conical balls to which allusion is made in
the above extract from the Monilevr were shot from the
French rifle muskets sold some months ago by this Gov¬
ernment to the Saltan. It is the same weapon that did
such fine execution in the hands of the French invaders at
the siege of Rome, in the year second and last of the
Roman republic.

There was a good deal of talk last week of a European
Congress to be oonvened for the settlement of the Eastern
question. The idea was started by d* Monty, (uterine
brother of Napoleon III,) who is a stanch advocate ofa
peace polioy for the French Empire. While ths Congress
was talked of de Moray was universally looked to as the
probable representative of Franoe in the same. But hie
chances for that honor have expired with all idea of the
Congress itself.
The political trial whioh has been occupying the Court

of Assixes during the last week is terminated. It was
for conspiracy to assassinate the Emperor and re-estab¬
lish the Republic by another insurrection in Paris. Seven
of the aocused were acquitted, seven condemned to trans¬

portation, three to banishment, and tee to various terms
of imprisonment.

Gas Explosion u a Bauk Fault..At Philadelphia, on

Friday morning, the book vault of the of North
America, on being opened by Mr. John Knight, the run¬

ner, and Mr. William Smith, one of the clerks, waa found
to emit a strong smell of gas. The lighting of the burner
was instantly followed by »n explosion. Both Mr. Knight
and 'Mr. Smith were burnt and otherwise iiyured,
though not seriously. The gas had not been turned off
carefully, and a large quantity had escaped and filled the
vault.

Lt-CT Stows on Mae*iaos..Miss Lncy 8tone has is¬
sued her programme, showing the legal advantages and
disadTsntages of married women, which are as follows:
qAV, 1. The right of p*jA*etUn(t) J. The right to be

maintained (') 5. The right of having her debts paid.
Lffpt, t The cuitody of her peroon. 2. The right of her

personal property. 3. The enjoyment of her real estate, i.
The sdrantagei of hsr own earnings, fc. The power to make
* will. 6. The control of her children.
We copy the above for the benefit of unmarriageable

females. You see that the loss doubles the amount of
gain, besides the last item; when married the woman

«loses the control of her children." Just think of that t
Remain single and you oan govern them as you please.

[Nyromie Standard.

Three jolly fishermen of 8t- Louis recently caught five
hundred and one bass, averaging a pound apiece, with
hooks and lines, in one day.


